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§701.4

equipment may be inspected upon leav-
ing Library buildings in order to pre-
vent the improper removal of property
belonging to the U.S. Government.

[51 FR 22073, June 18, 1986]

§701.4 Information about the Library.

Information about the activities, pro-
gram, services, organization, and his-
tory of the Library of Congress is pro-
vided by the Information Office, which
has primary responsibility for respond-
ing, or for arranging for other divisions
of the Library to respond, to inquiries
on these subjects from the public and
from representatives of public-informa-
tion media. Such information is pro-
vided through publications and
through individual response by tele-
phone, by mail, and in personal con-
ference. For convenience of the public,
the office administers information
counters in the James Madison and
Thomas Jefferson Buildings; its staff
answers visitors’ inquiries about the
Library but does not provide reference
service for readers wishing to use the
Library’s collections. Free publications
about the Library and some price pub-
lications and facsimiles of famous doc-
uments are available at this counter.

[35 FR 10588, June 30, 1970. Redesignated at 38
FR 27049, Sept. 28, 1973, and amended at 51
FR 22073, June 18, 1986]

§701.5 The Library's reading rooms
and public use thereof.

(a) All members of the public wishing
to use materials from the Library’s
collections first must obtain a User
Card. The Library will issue User
Cards, in accordance with established
access regulations, to those persons
who present a valid photo identifica-
tion card containing their name and
current address. The Library-issued
User Card will include the name,
digitized photograph, and signature of
the user. It must be presented when re-
questing materials housed in the book
stacks or other non-public areas or
upon request of a Library staff mem-
ber. In accordance with Library regula-
tions which prescribe the conditions of
reader registration and use of Library
materials, presentation of a User Card
may be required for entry into certain
reading rooms. The Library will main-
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tain the information found on the User
Cards, including the digitized photo-
graph and other pertinent information,
in an automated file for collections se-
curity purposes. Access to the auto-
mated file shall be limited to only
those Library staff whose official du-
ties require access. The automated file
shall be physically separated and ac-
cessible only from inside the Library.

(b) Materials in the general classified
collections of the Library are serviced
in the Main and Local History and
Genealogy reading rooms (Thomas Jef-
ferson Building), and the Science and
Social Science reading rooms (John
Adams Building). Special collections,
as explained further in subsequent sec-
tions, are serviced in the following
reading rooms; Archive of Folk Cul-
ture, European, Microform, and Rare
Book and Special Collections (Thomas
Jefferson Building), African and Middle
East and Asian (Adams Building), and
Geography and Map, Law Library,
Manuscript, Motion Picture and Tele-
vision, Newspaper and Current Peri-
odical, Performing Arts, Prints and
Photographs, and Recorded Sound Ref-
erence Center (James Madison Memo-
rial Building). Reference and biblio-
graphic assistance is provided by the
staff on duty in the reading rooms, to
the extent necessary to supplement the
reader’s prior use of library resources
elsewhere and/or to facilitate use of the
Library’s collections.

[51 FR 22073, June 18, 1986, as amended at 60
FR 34853, July 5, 1995]

§701.6 Service of the general collec-
tions.

(a) Requests for materials in the gen-
eral classified collections are sub-
mitted by readers on forms provided
for that purpose. Available materials
so requested are located and delivered
to readers by the staff. Subject to spec-
ified limitations, materials may be re-
served for continued use. Access to the
bookstacks is permitted only under
regulations established by the Librar-
ian of Congress.

(b) Definitions. (1) Security means ad-
ministration of continuing, effective
controls in areas where materials are
housed for the purpose of preprocessing
or processing, storage, access, or use.
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